
 
 

 
NEWSLETTER  

Winter 2022-2023 
FROM THE SUPERVISOR Don Tillema 
LET’S TALK SIGNS!!! 
As you may have noticed, we have been getting a lot of 
temporary signs stuck in the ground all over the place. First 
off, any private sign that is in the road right-of-way is in 
violation of Kent County regulations. The county and the 
township will remove these signs as we see them.  
The bigger (4X8) signs with all the bright letters have also 
become very popular. These signs have been prohibited by 
township ordinance for years. When Covid came along, some 
of the local businesses used these bright, trailer type signs to 
advertise that they were open and their hours of business. 
The township pretty much left everyone alone realizing our 
local businesses were just trying to survive. Now, after 
everyone found that these signs were very effective, we have 
some businesses using them for permanent signs. We have 
gotten quite a few complaints about these big signs by the 
road right-of-way.  

The township has now adopted a new ordinance that does 
allow the use of these signs but on a more limited basis. 
Starting in November, anyone wanting to use one of these 4’ 
X 8’ signs must get a sign permit from the township for a cost 
of $30.00. The time limit will be 14 days from the day it is 
placed. You can apply for this type of sign 2 times a year for a 
total of 28 days a year. You will also have the option of doing 
28 days in a row for $60.00, one time a year. You will be able 
to purchase a sign permit at the Building Department in the 
township offices. 

We feel that this is a way we can allow the use of these signs 
that were prohibited before. It also restricts the length of 
time the sign can be used in order to cut down on the 
complaints. The cost is only to cover the additional 
administration cost of dealing with the permits and 
monitoring the time each sign is in place. 

CLERK’S CORNER Peggy Sattler 
The November 8, 2022 General Election results proved once 
again that Byron Township residents take their voting 
privilege seriously. Our registered voter count topped out at 
20,990 on Election Day and we had a 66.84% voter turnout. If 
you would like to see the election results, please go to our 
website (https://www.byrontownship.org/ ). Click on 
Government>Clerk>Election and you will see all of the past 
election result links at the bottom of the page. Thank you to 
all of our Election Inspectors for making 2022 so successful! 
You can look forward to the next edition of this newsletter as 
we will try to break down the changes that will be in store for 
future elections with the adoption of Proposal 22-2. 

FROM THE TREASURER Robin Haaksma 
Does your Winter Tax Bill say “SUMMER TAXES OWING”? Not 
sure? Look closely. If you still owe on your Summer Taxes, 
you will find this phrase under the bar code of your Winter 
Tax Bill.  

The Summer Tax amount has NOT been added to your Winter 
Tax amount due. Please contact the Treasury Department for 
your balance and for any questions you may have. Failure to 
pay your remaining balance could result in being delinquent 
on your taxes. You can reach us at 616-878-6009 or 
deputy@byrontownship.org. 

A few reminders: 

• Postmarks are not accepted as payment date. 
• Payments must be received at the Township Office 

by 5pm on February 14 to avoid late fees. 
• If paying through your bank, we recommend 

scheduling your payment at least 15 days prior to 
the due date. These payments are sent in the mail. 

• If you have an escrow, is your bank or mortgage 
lender printed on the “amount remitted” line? If not, 
it is your responsibility to forward them a copy of 
your bill. 

FROM THE BUILDING DEPARTMENT Randy 
Zomerlei 
We receive a lot of questions about when a permit is 
required. There are a few circumstances when a building 
permit is NOT needed. Below are some of the most common: 

• Putting in new windows – with the exception of 
putting in a new egress window (unless you are just 
replacing with the exact same footprint).  

• Putting up a fence. 
• New siding on a home. 
• Reroofing a home (as long as the pitch is NOT 

changing). 
• A shed the size of 120 square feet OR LESS. 
• Decks not exceeding 200 square feet that are not 

attached to a dwelling, not more than 30 inches in 
height, and is not part of any ingress or egress of a 
dwelling (meaning it is not outside a door or 
window). 

• Resurfacing a driveway (however if you are 
expanding the footprint, you will want to call Kent 
County Road Commission). 

As always if you have any questions, please feel free to call us 
at 616-878-9155. 
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Township Offices closed: Dec. 23, 26, 30 and Jan. 2 
For Board Meetings, see www.byrontownship.org 

 
FROM THE ASSESSOR Tim Baker 
One concept that hasn’t been considered over the years is 
something called the Consumer Price Index (CPI), or inflation. 
As I’m sure you are aware, prices have increased. Inflation 
directly affects the price of a gallon of milk and all other 
groceries. It should be no surprise that inflation increases the 
value of your home. As a result, your taxes are going to 
increase at a higher rate for 2023 than in the previous five 
years. The average CPI for the last five years is approximately 
1.7%. We are projecting the CPI for this year to be 7.9%, 
which is the highest it has ever reached. The good news is 
that under proposal “A,” the maximum taxable value increase 
is 5% or inflation (CPI)—whichever is less.  A further 
explanation will be given with your Assessment Notice in 
March. 

Important Dates: 

• The Board of Review meeting will be on December 
13, 2022. 

• Your Personal Property statement will be sent out at 
the end of December. 

• Assessment Notices will be sent out at the end of 
February 2023. 

• The March Board of Review is March 13-14. Call for 
an appointment.  

If you have any questions, please call our office at 616-878-
6033. 

FROM THE ZONING DEPARTMENT Sherrie Spencer 
We have had many inquiries about land divisions, also known 
as “splits.” Typically, these are larger parcels of land that 
people are looking into developing. This can be a complicated 
issue with many factors that may impact the outcome, but 
here are a few key points to keep in mind: 

• What is the Zoning District? Residential has 6 
categories each with its own size and setback 
requirements, as well as permitted uses. Commercial 
has 4 categories each with its own set of standards. 

• Are there any splits available? The number of splits 
available varies according to the history of past splits 
and the amount of time since the last split. 

• Is the property connected to water and sewer? This 
factor impacts the type of road (either private or 
public) that can be used on the property.  

• Is there enough frontage to qualify for a stand-alone 
parcel? For example, RA zoning requires 200’ of 
frontage on a road while RS zoning requires 120’. 

I am happy to talk with you about any questions you may 
have either by phone, email or an in-person meeting. 

FROM WATER AND SEWER Marc Faber 
Some customers prefer having their quarterly water/sewer 
invoices delivered via mail by the postal service. We send out 
quarterly invoices on or before the fifth day of the month, so 

if you are seeing delays in delivery, the same will hold true 
when mailing your payment back to us. Alternatively, we do 
offer “paperless invoicing” to your e-mail address. 
Interested? Give us a call at 616-878-0660 and we will get this 
set up for you. 

We do offer autopay (ACH) payment, which is when your 
quarterly water/sewer payment is automatically drafted from 
your checking or savings account around the 20th of the 
month. There are no service fees and it is safe and secure. No 
more worrying about due dates, late fees, or having your 
service stopped! If you are interested, please fill out an ACH 
Application and return it to our office along with a voided 
check so that we can be sure to enter the correct bank 
information on the utility account. You can find this form on 
our website under the payment options page or we have 
them available at the township office. 

Are you moving? Please contact us and let us know when the 
new home owners will have the keys so that we can set up a 
final read and change the account into the new occupant’s 
information. We will send a final bill to the new address you 
provide us with, and this final bill will need to be paid by cash,  
check or online – auto pay (ACH) does not apply to your final 
bill.  

If you are new to Byron Township or if the name “Occupant” 
appears on your invoice, you will need to contact the Byron 
Township office or website at www.byrontownship.org  and 
complete a “New Service Application.” The completed 
application will allow us to place the utilities in your name 
and contact you in case of an emergency. Please send the  
application to angie@ByronTownship.org. 

OUR HERITAGE PRESERVED 
The Byron Center Museum & Historical Society operates the 
Museum, located in the historic town hall which was built in 
1876. There you can interact with the history of the Byron 
community, including a genealogy research room. The main 
floor includes the old post office, a doctor’s office, and a 
store. Displays on farming reflect the rich rural history of our 
Township! The second floor features a great collection of 
veterans’ histories and a real-life school room for use in 
understanding the school experience of years gone by. 
Located at 2506 Prescott St SW 
Contact us at: 
(616) 878-0888 
Email: byronmuseum@sbcglobal.net 
Hours: Tuesday & Thursday 9am – 12pm or call to schedule a 
tour 
Web: www.byroncentermuseum.com 

The Museum also operates the historic Byron Center Railroad 
Depot at 2120 76th ST. Both of these historic places are 
AVAILABE FOR RENT. 
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